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Rev Donna Hays Tel 580210 
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DHays@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Gillian Pritchard Tel 580129 
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Bill Nicoll  Tel 580358 
Email:  william.nicoll@virgin.net 
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 FOWLIS & LIFF CHURCH  

PLANT SALE 
and 

COFFEE MORNING 
Fowlis Hall 

Saturday 11 May 
10 am - 12 noon 

 

Tickets £3.50 (child 50p) 

Coffee/Tea/Juice and Tray bakes 

Usual Stalls/Cake and Candy/Books & Games/Tombola 

              

 
 

         

 

  

 

NEW  ELDERS AT FOWLIS AND LIFF 

We are delighted that Fiona Russell and Elizabeth Speedie 

agreed to join the Kirk Session of Fowlis & Liff.  

 

Liz was ordained a number of years ago and was an Elder at The 

Steeple, Dundee. She was admitted to the Session on Sunday 

17th March. As a retired Head Teacher, Liz is using her gifts and 

experience of working with children, in helping out with the rota for 

leading Sunday School in its new venue at Muirhead. 

 

Fiona, although being a dedicated member at Douglas Church as 

well as a Boys Brigade Leader, had never been an Elder. Fiona 

was ordained as an Elder and admitted to the Kirk Session on 

10th March. Fiona is part of the team who has set up and 

organizes The Prayer Group which meets on the first Tuesday of 

each month. 

 



FROM THE MINISTER… 

Are you a glass half-full type or do you always see the glass as half-empty? I find I meet quite 

a mixture as I go through life – some who can view a situation, or indeed life, in a positive and 

hopeful way whereas others always see the negative.  

In March I celebrated fifteen years since coming here as your minister – isn’t it amazing how 

time flies when you are enjoying it! It was a great opportunity to reflect on church life in our 

parishes. Sometimes things get so hectic that it’s difficult to see just what’s happening. There 

are ups and downs of course, as with everything in life so it was quite amazing to recognise just 

how many wonderful things happen week by week, month by month. 

Attendances in worship remain consistent with new faces regularly appearing. We are blessed in 

our organists who enhance the worship experience; in our Readers and those who welcome at 

the door and in those who provide refreshments after the services. 

We offer a varied programme of activities for different age groups. Each month there is The 

Friendship Group, the monthly Coffee Morning in Fowlis Hall, The Guild, Soup Lunches and the 

service at the Caledonia Sheltered Housing which usually attracts more than thirty people who 

enjoy sharing worship and fellowship over the tea and home bakes. Each group is so fortunate in 

the dedicated group of people that make it all possible. 

For the younger folk we have Sunday School at Muirhead Church each week and the Not Sunday 

Not School Club on a Monday afternoon. And I’ve already been asked about bookings for 

Holiday Club that will take place in August! Going in to both Birkhill School and Liff School is a 

great joy for me. Whether it is contributing to whole school assemblies, or speaking with the 

children in their classrooms, or visiting the little ones in the nursery, it is such a privilege to be 

welcomed in to share with them. 

And as the church we are continually looking outward at how we can spread the message of 

God’s love and caring. It’s done weekly through donations to the Foodbank and the Stamp 

Appeal and also the opportunities that we give to the community, as well as to members, to 

support the various appeals like the  Blythswood Shoeboxes and the Angus Toy Appeal. 

I often wonder why so many see the church through a glass half-empty view. To the wise and 

perceptive, the glass is actually FULL. There is some water (which is obvious).  The rest of the 

glass is filled with air.  Just because you can’t see it doesn’t mean it’s not there. We all 

contribute using our gifts and talents to make so much happen. But that’s only the visible part.  

Over and above whatever we do, God is at work – working in us, through us, with us. Perhaps it’s 

time for us all to open our spiritual eyes and see both the seen, and the unseen!  

 

        
  

Grace and peace, 

Donna 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are welcome to come along  

to any of the following  

EASTER SERVICES 
Maundy Thursday 18 April 

7pm Muirhead Church 

Good Friday 19 April 

12.30pm Muirhead Church 

Easter Day 21 April 
Son-Rise Service - 8am Lundie Hall 

followed by Easter Breakfast 
Easter Celebration 

10.30am Fowlis Church 

At all of the services there will be  
an opportunity to make a donation to the  

DEC Cyclone Appeal for rescue and relief  
work in Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 



LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD 

 

                         

Saturday 25th May 2019  

from 10.00-12.00  

Donations of plants, and baking for tearoom  

welcomed at the Church on  

Friday 24th from 6.00-7.00pm  

or from 9.00am on the Saturday morning. 

 

 

We have had great difficulties in trying to find someone willing to take a leader‟s role in our Sunday 

Schools. The Kirk Sessions have addressed the issue by having a joint Sunday School for all the 

children in the linked parishes. It is meeting EVERY Sunday in Muirhead Church at 11.15am. We 

have lessons and activities prepared for each week and a number of ladies have volunteered to take 

turns at being with the children.We try to have the same person leading for four weeks to give the 

children consistency.  

TWO REQUESTS… 

1. if you might be willing to help out with this rota please speak with Donna 

2. If you have children 3 years and older, then please bring them along on a Sunday morning. 

    They may want you to be with them at first – no problem!  

Please give Sunday School your support. 

 



CHURCH ARMY REPORT REVEALS THE VALUE OF MESSY CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
Among the report's findings was the discovery that more than six out of 10 families who attend would 
not otherwise be part of a church.  
 
Developed at a church near Portsmouth, Messy Church has spread worldwide with Scottish churches 
among the earliest to try the approach. More than 250 Church of Scotland congregations run a 
Messy Church and many ministers say more children now go to a Messy Church than to a traditional 
Sunday school. Rev Norman Smith, convener of the Mission and Discipleship Council said: “This 
research shows clearly that Messy Church connects with people who would not otherwise attend 
traditional services. If your church is not connecting with families we encourage you to think about 
initiatives like Messy Church. It might be different but it‟s still church!” 
 
But is it really Church? 

Since its founding, 15 years ago, Messy Church has faced doubts about whether it qualifies as a real 
type of congregation. So does Messy Church work? And is it really Church? 
The answer according to the Playfully Serious report, from Church Army‟s Research Unit, is a 
qualified yes. The key, it concluded, was how Messy Churches see themselves and their mission. 
Some Messy Churches see themselves as outreach initiatives, a way to reconnect families to the 
traditional Church. Yet many others see themselves as fresh expressions of church offering families 
a different style of church congregation. 
Overall almost four in 10 Messy Churches are engaging in sacraments such as baptism. But that 
rises to five in 10 for Messy Churches that intend to be new church congregations. 
The report recommends that Messy Churches are encouraged to see themselves as fresh 
expressions of church if they hope to help families to follow Jesus and grow in faith, when this is not 
included elsewhere in the life of the parish. 
 
God at work 

Most of the families who attend have young children and tend to leave when those children arrive at 
secondary school age. However leavers told the report that they had achieved their goal of 
introducing their children to Christianity and many families stayed connected to the Church. 
Rev Dr Fiona Tweedie, the Church of Scotland‟s mission statistics coordinator, was part of the team 
that produced the Church Army report. She says: “It was a privilege to trace God at work in so many 
different places through the data analysis. "Messy Church can have a profound effect on the lives of 
those who attend, and those who lead. We should do what we can to support this way of being 
church together. 
 
OUR MESSY CHURCH 
We are delighted to report that our Messy Church initiative was recently changed from a Sunday 
morning to a Saturday afternoon, meeting in Muirhead Church from 4pm – 6pm. Three new families 
came along as well as a number who had previously attended. There were almost thirty people 
including those helping, who sat down to eat together. The change of time and day was welcomed by 
those there. 
 

 

Research commissioned by the Archbishops‟ Council  
of the Church of England has found that a form of 
church created to include families with young children is 
reaching a large number of people who would otherwise 
not attend church. 
The report, Playfully Serious, which was launched at 
Church of England's General Synod at the end of 
February, looked at Messy Church, a form of church 
which can meet at any time of the week and includes a 
shared meal and a creative activity as well as all-age  
prayer, celebration and worship 

 



If you‟re still unsure what Messy Church is all about, then read on…. 
 

This is a great way for families to do church together.  

It may not quite look like we expect church to look....  

lots more paints and glue and yep......  

It might get MESSY – so no dressing up! 

There will be activities, games, puzzles, 

music, singing, stories, 

and a tea to keep you going!  

It's a church for people of any age  

and it doesn‟t matter if you‟ve had a church connection or not – 

EVERYONE’S WELCOME! 

    
 

DATES FOR 2019 

4pm – 6pm 

SATURDAYS IN MUIRHEAD CHURCH 

11 MAY 22 JUNE 29 SEPT   2 NOV 30 NOV 
 

Messy Church on a Saturday means fewer joint Sunday services. Getting together with friends  

from „the other church‟ was an increasingly popular and enjoyable activity.  

However we will still continue to have joint services for the months of July and August. 

 

During July we‟ll be worshipping in St Marnock‟s Fowlis at 10am 

During August the services will be in Muirhead – again at 10am. 

 

Stamp Appeal 2019  

The Stamp Appeal 2019 is supporting the Chigodi Women Centre in Blantyre Malawi. The Centre is 

delivering a broad range of skills training to address the challenges faced by women in Malawi. 

Through providing training in tailoring, fashion design and chicken farming, the Centre will improve 

the women‟s skills in marketing and entrepreneurship. The aim is that the women‟s socio-economic 

status is improved and their chances of future employment increase. By selling the produce made at 

the Centre the plan is that when the funding finishes the project will be self-sustainable – helping to 

continue to improve the lives of women in Malawi. You can be part of supporting the work of this 

project that is changing lives simply by collecting your stamps 
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CHURCH REGISTER 

DEATHS       WE WELCOME THE 

Fowlis & Liff       FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

   James Webster, Liff      Fowlis & Liff  

   Dennis Hutton, Liff       Through Resolution of the Kirk Session 

   Douglas Young, Carnoustie,                               Fiona Russell, Fowlis 

          late of Millhall        Hazel Van Bergen, Birkhill 

   Anne Webster, Birkhill 

WE SAY GOODBYE TO 

Lundie & Muirhead        Lundie & Muirhead      

    Jean McFarlane, Birkhill      Hazel and Brian Lundie joining 

    Eleanor MacMaster, Birkhill       Kettins Parish Church 

    James Fitchett, Dundee             Heather and John Mitchell, Fife 

         

 

 



2019 RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE KEY TO WISDOM - Time for Reflection - Scottish Parliament 

Rev James McNeil of Alva Parish Church - - Tuesday 19 March 

 

 
 
I know I look like a minister but before this calling I was trained as a Microbiologist. And the biggest 
row I ever had with my mum was over that. I came home one day and she was talking about how she 
needed antibiotics for a virus infection she had. I told her that antibiotics wouldn‟t do any good 
because antibiotics work on bacteria, not on a virus and the cold is a virus. Well for some reason 
mum took this comment as a slight, that I was looking down on her so she argued that I was wrong. 
And I took this as a slight and as a microbiologist I wasn‟t going to be corrected. By the time dad 
came in we were nearly screaming at each other. Dad came in calmed us down heard our arguments 
and pronounced his verdict, „Your mum‟s right.‟ And off went mum to the kitchen as happy as Larry. I 
turned to dad and said, „How could you say that. Mum‟s wrong.‟ And he said, „Oh I know that.‟ And I 
said, „If you know she is wrong then how could you tell her that she‟s right?‟ And he said, „Jim, You 
don‟t need to sleep with her.‟ My dad may have started as a sheet metal worker apprentice, but at 
that moment he was Yoda, Jedi Master, wisest of all. Because he saw that in the end it is not the 
winning or losing of an argument that matters. In the end it is the relationships that matter, the 
community that grows, or withers, depending on what we say, what we do. 
 
Every faith, every philosophy has at its basis the importance of relationships; maybe relationships 
with a higher being, definitely relationships with those around us. So my simple words of advice this 
day are these; if you are struggling, (and who isn‟t just now) don‟t look towards your rituals, or your 
philosophies, or your religious or political dogmas...look to your relationships, rely on them, work on 
them, trust in them. May we see our legacy as home we make this country a community that 
everyone can call HOME.. 
 
Prayer 
May we do what we need to do this day, to help grow community. And may we consider how every 
decision we make helps, or hinders, community 
 

 
 
 

HOLY WEEK 

The only road to Easter morning 
is through the unrelenting shadows of that Friday.  
        Only then will the alleluias be sung; 
        only then will the dancing begin 
 



THINKING OF OTHERS 
 
LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD RETIRING COLLECTIONS:  

February Communion £77 for CLIC Sargent (SC039857)  

HIV Souper Sunday £153 (SC011353).  

 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

The Lodging House Mission is a Glasgow based, Christian organisation dedicated to providing care 

and support to homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded people. They provide care and support to 

those in need regardless of religion, race, ethnicity or gender. LHM currently welcome 90-100 visitors 

each day, all with different needs, but all seeking food, warmth and often just companionship. 

They aim to give people the opportunity to get their lives back on track by enabling them to develop 

new skills and feelings of self-worth. 

They do this by providing a safe place with access to: Educational opportunities and recreational 

activities; Food; Essential facilities including showers, telephone, laundry and internet; Support staff 

and counsellors and Chaplains. 

One of their core objectives is to get their service users off the streets as opposed to helping them 

survive there. 

We were delighted to be able to support their work through the Christmas Appeal which you 

generously supported raising £658. THANK YOU! 

 

                        

SOUPER SUNDAY 

The Church of Scotland's HIV Programme is currently supporting 27 projects in 15 countries of the 

world. In February we had a Souper Sunday Service which was led by our church members. The 

service gives an insight into the projects supported by the C of S HIV Programme and helps raise 

awareness of the effects of living with HIV both in the UK and in other countries. The service was 

followed by a simple soup lunch and the monies raised were given to the Programme 

 

CAROL SINGING 

The money donated by the residents of Birkhill and Muirhead to the fantastic group of Carol Singers 

who serenaded them on two evenings in December was donated this year to The Dundee Disabled 

Children‟s Association. The magnificent sum of £822 was raised! 
 
 
 

LUNDIE AND MUIRHEAD GIFT SUNDAY  

Here are some of the toys donated to the Angus Toy Appeal 

which aims to bring a smile at Christmas to children in Angus 

living in poverty. 

 



      BUSY… BUSY… BUSY…         

The NSNS CLUB 
The NSNS club finishes for this session on Monday 25th March. Having looked at the parables 

before Christmas we have been looking at Jesus miracles since January. Numbers attending have 

increased and those of us there are having fun, playing games, doing craft, listening to stories and 

singing. 

 

F&L MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING 

This well supported Coffee Morning welcomes one and all for a scone and tea or coffee on the first 

Friday of every month at Fowlis Easter Hall 10.30 till 12 noon. Come along and join in for a chat and 

a cup of something. 
 

 

ELDERS CLUSTER CONFERENCE 

Presbytery recently decided that each parish should be part of a local group of churches called 

„Clusters‟ It is hoped that congregations within a Cluster will work together wherever possible, sharing 

skills and resources. 

We are part of Cluster 1 which includes Abernyte  lw Inchture & Kinnaird  lw Longforgan; Fowlis & Liff  

lw Lundie & Muirhead; Auchterhouse  lw Monikie & Newbigging and Murroes & Tealing; Invergowrie. 

On Saturday 30th March, a Cluster Conference was held in Inchture Church with its focus being The 

Eldership. It covered topics like the Governance responsibilities of the Session, like the Pastoral Role 

of an Elder and reading the Bible in Church. It also gave those attending an opportunity to meet with 

those Elders from the other churches within the Cluster. A worthwhile venture! 

 
 

THE GUILD 

The Guild has had something of a resurgence since deciding to meet at the Caledonia Sheltered 

Housing Complex on the second Wednesday of each month (Sept – April) Throughout this session 

around 16/18 people have come along. There have been mishaps. one speaker turned up at the 

church instead of the Millennium Hall car park where a member was waiting to meet him! And there 

have been pleasures – the wonderful afternoon when we were joined by members of Dundee 

Congregational Church Guild to be entertained by Graeme playing the organ in Muirhead Church. 

What a delight to sit and relax while being entertained by such a wonderfully sensitive player as 

Graeme!  

 

NEW APPOINTMENT 

Donna has recently been appointed by Presbytery as Interim Moderator for the vacant charge of 

Trinity Church in Dundee. Trinity has been without a minister for the past five years! It is in a deferred 

linkage with Stobswell Church. As interim Moderator Donna‟s main duties will be to moderate the 

Board and Session Meetings and take an advisory role on the Nominating Committee. They have a 

Locum Minister in place who takes their services on a Sunday and addresses any pastoral issues. 

He may have to conduct worship at Fowlis and Muirhead if Donna is required to be at Trinity for any 

formal business. We will keep both the congregation of Trinity and Donna in our prayers as she fulfills 

her role there. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next edition of the magazine will be published at the end of July.  
We’d love to have ideas from you about what you want in it –  

or maybe a contribution! 
Have you got good news to share – any special celebrations? 

As editor I would be delighted to hear from you. 

Please send it to me by Sunday 30th June 2019. 

Bill Nicoll  Tel 580358  Email:  william.nicoll@virgin.net 
 

Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792 
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085 

 

Regular Sunday morning services take place in both 

St Marnock‟s Church Fowlis at 9.30am and in Muirhead Church at 11.15am. 

However… please do check with our web page 

 

 

                       Ash Chimney Services 

                  Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cowls Cleaned 

        Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted 

                                       Call Simon on: 

                                                 01382-580245 

                                                  07709-340575 

 

God’s New Life for the Whole World 
An Easter Blessing 

May the God whose power breaks through the stone, 

break into your life and free you from all that binds you; 

 

May the Risen Christ whose love is stronger than death 

speak your name and bring you new life and joy; 

 

The Spirit who walks the road with you 

give you wisdom to understand and courage to share 

God’s new life for the whole world. 

Heather Pencavel 
 


